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POAU Expands Services With New Office Building 
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Artist’s sketch of expanded POAU National Headquarters on Massachusetts Avenue, 
Washington, D. C., as it now appears. The right half is the new addition. 


Six thousand square feet of badly 
needed floor space for POAU Na- 
tional Headquarters office was added 
by the purchase of the adjoining 
building, 1631 Massachusetts Ave., 
N.W. on November 1, 1959, accord- 
ing to Admiral Harold C. Fitz, treas- 
urer, and chairman of the finance 
committee handling the transaction 
in behalf of the board of trustees. 
Other members of the committee are 
Dr. Theodore Palmquist, minister, 
Foundry Methodist Church, and Dr. 
Charl O. Williams, a founder of 





POAU, who also participated in the 
purchase of POAU’s first building, 


1633 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 
Washington, D. C. 
“These two buildings, totaling 


12,000 square feet of floor space, 
used as a single administrative unit 
will meet present staff requirements, 
and the location will provide a suit- 
able site for a new building in the fu- 
ture,” declared President Louie D. 
Newton. 

“Now we can enlarge our legal de- 

(Continued on page 8) 





POAU Aids Spanish Pastor 


Sentenced for Entering Church 


POAU has asked Secretary of State 
Christian Herter to file a formal pro- 
test with Franco’s Spanish govern- 
ment against the criminal convic- 
tion of the pastor of Madrid’s Second 
Baptist Church for opening the doors 
of his own church after they had been 
sealed by the Spanish police. 

Pastor José Nunez of Madrid was 
sentenced to two months in prison 
and a fine for this “crime” after two 
trials in July and October. 

Under a Spanish law of 1945 and 
the Vatican-Spanish Concordat of 
1953, no “public manifestation” of 
any non-Catholic religion is per- 
mitted in Spain, and Franco’s police, 
acting in cooperation with the state 
(Roman Catholic) church, has the 
power to close any Protestant church 
without a trial. Some Spanish Prot- 
estant churches exist, but they must 
not bear any outward symbols of 
their nature. The Baptist Church of 
Pastor Nunez was closed in 1954 and 
Pastor Nunez did not take off the 
seals until 1957, after appealing four 
times to the authorities for a hear- 
ing. His church is still closed by 
Franco’s orders. 


POAU Helps 


Dr. Louie D. Newton, President, 
and Glenn Archer, executive director, 
of POAU announced that the organ- 
ization has forwarded help to the 
Protestant Defense Commission of 
Spain for an appeal of the Nunez 
conviction, and that American friends 
of religious liberty were prepared to 
send more help to defend the rights 
of both Protestants and Jews in the 
practice of their faith and in the 
maintenance of fair play in mixed 
marriages. 

The Newton-Archer letter declared 
that Pastor Nunez “is a very impor- 
tant symbol of the free world in its 
struggle against dictatorship.” Sec- 


(Continued on page 8) 





¢ Editorials ¢ 
Having it Both Ways 


Seton Hall College, a Roman 
Catholic institution in New Jersey, 
wants to have it both ways. Perhaps 
the school’s ambitions are a proto- 
type of a wider program. 

Speaking at Seton Hall both Aux- 
iliary Bishop Walter W. Curtis and 
Archbishop Thomas A. Boland urged 
defeat of a bond issue for the public 
colleges of New Jersey on the ground 
that their own denominational schools 
were not to share in the money. They 
described the proposed bonds as “un- 
fair” and said that state colleges 
supported by state funds created “un- 
fair competition” for Catholic col- 
leges. 

Following the clerics’ leadership, 
the Knights of Columbus organized 
a concerted political drive to defeat 
the bonds. 

Neither Bishop Curtis nor Arch- 
bishop Boland nor the K.C. seemed 
to recall that Seton Hall recently 
received from Jersey City as an 
enormous giveaway, the Jersey City 
medical center which cost $40 mil- 
lion and is now valued at twice that 
figure. Nor did they state that Seton 
Hall, after defaulting on its nominal 
rental to the city, was now pressur- 
ing the city for still more funds for 
additional equipment. 

We see at Seton Hall the two sides 
of the Roman Catholic policy: (1) 
Get all the public funds possible for 
church schools. (2) Starve the public 
schools. The pattern disclosed here 
is both unjust and unworthy. 


* 


Watch Federal Aid! 


Attention is called elsewhere in 
these pages to amazing disclosures 
of Roman Catholic policy in regard 
to government support of their edu- 
cational institutions. Here are ad- 
missions of high-pressure lobbying 
and of a determination to scuttle any 
Federal aid program to schools unless 
Roman Catholic schools are included. 

We know that the Murray-Metcalf 
bill providing Federal aid for public 
schools did not get to the floor of 
the House in the first session of the 
86th Congress. Now talk is rife on 
capitol hill of a “new approach” to 
Federal aid. We do not know what 
this means but we can guess. Our 
guess is that the “new approach”’ is 
a formula which will make provision 
for Federal payments to Roman Cath- 
olic parishes for their schools. 
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If so, this is not a new approach at 
all but a very old one—one that has 
brought anguish and frustration to 
many lands. We must beware of the 
compromise which will admit some 
benefits for parochial schools as the 
price of getting a Federal aid bill 
through. 


Public funds for public uses! No 
compromise! Watch Federal aid! 


oa 


Bigotry at Mill Creek 


A group of citizens have filed a law- 
suit challenging an urban renewal 
program designed for the benefit of 
a Jesuit institution, the University of 
St. Louis. Instead of welcoming a 
court test of the patently dubious 
Title One maneuver at Mill Creek, 
the hierarchy have reacted with high 
emotionalism. They have taken the 
position that any attempt to test the 
constitutionality of this public grant 
to a church is “bigoted” and “anti- 
Catholic.” 


Fr. Paul Reinert, who heads the 
Jesuit school, reacted almost sav- 
agely when taxpayers sought an in- 
junction to halt the proposed deal 
between the church and the Title 
One authority. He asserted (R.N.S. 
Sept. 24) that such a suit was an at- 
tempt to use the law to delay “func- 
tions which are highly desirable in 
any democracy” and that the suit 
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“BRADFORDSVILLE— 


10 Years Later” 


by Gainer C. Bryan, Jr. 
Editor, Maryland Baptist 


Town’s public school still locked 
up! Protestant children forced to at- 
tend sectarian-dominated school in 
another city. See what an eyewitness 
learned, a decade after the trouble 
started. A follow-up on famous story, 
“Kentucky Village Casts a Long 
Shadow.” 


“‘Many Faiths, One Freedom”’ 
by Dick Houston Hall 


Taken from an address at 11th National 
Conference on Church and State. 


5 cents each 12 for 50c 


100 for $3 


1633 Mass. Ave., N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. 
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was an overemphasis on individual 
rights. 


Patriotism or Propaganda? 


Fr. Reinert’s colleague, Fr. J. Dan- 
iel Moore, editor of the St. Louis 
diocesan paper, went all out to stir 
bigot sentiment against the lawsuit. 
He made the emotional charge that 
the effort to apply the laws of the 
state and this nation to the Roman 
Catholic Church was “anti-Catholi- 
cism pure and simple.” For good 
measure, Fr. Moore wrapped himself 
in the flag and shrilly denounced de- 
fenders of the American tradition at 
Mill Creek as “un-American.” 


We commend to Fr. Moore a pen- 
etrating remark of Samuel Johnson: 
“Patriotism is the last refuge of a 
scoundrel.” Inflamatory propaganda 
of this kind which aims at stamped- 
ing public opinion and intimidating 
the courts, cannot hope to succeed. 
It is crass and cheap, too patently 
inspired by selfish interest. 

Basic to our democratic system are 
the laws which deny tax funds to 
churches. There are still citizens of 
courage who seek to preserve the in- 
tegrity of these laws. They are not 
going to be intimidated by smear 
tactics even when the brush is ap- 
plied by an all powerful church. 

To Fr. Moore and Fr. Reinert: 
Liberty, gentlemen, may be a nui- 
sance to you, but there are those who 
still like it. 


+ 
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@ The battle between the church and the government in Poland over 
which will have charge of distribution of U.S. surplus commodities, continues 
in sharp tempo. Msgr. Edward E. Swanstrom, executive director of Catholic 
Relief, has stated that American bishops are still negotiating with the Polish 
Government in the hope of handling the distribution through the church’s 
own agencies. 

@ A bill has been introduced by Rep. Feighan (D.-O.) which 
would exempt from taxation the rectory of St. Matthew’s Roman 
Catholic Cathedral in Washington, D. C., and two other buildings 
owned by the Cathedral Club. Taxes had been imposed on the build- 
ings when the assessor ruled that the cathedral was entitled to 
exemption only on the cathedral itself and one additional building 
used as a rectory. The bill is H.R. 9223. 

@ A red-faced defense of Ireland’s advocacy of the cause of Red China 
in the U.N. comes from The Pittsburgh Catholic, diocesan publication. “Tre- 
land is in favor of discussing the issue, nothing more,” the paper said. “The 
matter is as simple as that.” 

@ Robert Murphy, Under Secretary of State, has retired from the 
Department. He was widely heralded and decorated as the outstand- 
ing proponent of “the Vatican line” in U.S. foreign policy. 

@ Public hospitals in Ceylon were urged by the International Buddhist 
Conference at Colombo to replace Roman Catholic nursing nuns with Bud- 
dhist nurses. 

@ Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, chairman of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, has been barred from preaching 
in East Berlin. The charge: disobedience to the government. He had 
stated that a Christian may offer resistance when a state preempts 
supreme authority over the individual. “Everyone must act accord- 
ing to what he thinks God demands of him,” he said. 

@ Franz Von Papen, former German Chancellor and Adolf Hitler’s num- 
ber one diplomat, has been reinstated as a papal chamberlain by Pope John 
XXIII. 

@ A petition signed by over 14,000 Colombian Protestants has 
been presented by the House of Representatives in Colombia. The 
petition called on the government to make operative the religious 
liberty guarantees in the country’s constitution. Some of these 
guarantees have been disregarded because of a concordat with the 
Vatican which gives the Roman Catholic Church a monopoly of 
religious education in “mission territories.” The petition was pre- 
sented by a Protestant attorney, Dr. Gabriel Munoz Uribe, a mem- 
ber of the Inter-American Church of Bogota. 

@ The Rev. Spiros Zodhiates has been sentenced to 45 days in jail by a 
criminal court in Cahalkis, Greece for using the title “Reverend.” He is an 
ordained Baptist minister who writes for Greek Gospel publications. Ekklesia, 
a publication of the Greek Orthodox Church, hailed the sentence stating that 
Mr. Zodhiates was guilty of “proselytizing through messages skilfully steeped 
in the Protestant spirit.” Mr. Zodhiates laughingly pointed out that Ekklesia’s 
presses had been donated by Protestants through the World Council of 
Churches. 

@ The Communist press has charged that priests and nuns in 
Poland’s hospitals were guilty of “exploiting” patients’ weakened 
resistance and that they “put great pressure on patients to make 
peace with God, threatening them with Hell and final judgment.” 
The Roman Catholic newspaper, “Tygodnik Powszechny,” has 
printed an article denying the charge. 

@ The national body of the Knights of Columbus continued its efforts to 
force the firing of J. George Stewart, architect of the national Capitol, be- 
cause he followed a nation-old tradition in inviting members of the Masonic 
Order to participate in the privilege of laying a cornerstone of the east front 
extension. An invitation to the Roman Catholic hierarchy to participate was 
declined. Meanwhile, in California, the State Council of the Knights pro- 
tested participation by Masons in the dedicaton of a new public school at 
Richmond. No attempt to secure the ouster of the superintendent of schools 
was announced. 
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| NEWS From Jar and Near 





Church Officials 
Urge Subsidy 


Strong support for the program of 
public subsidy to parish schools an- 
nounced elsewhere in this issue, has 
been evident in the statements of 
highly placed Roman Catholic cler- 
gymen. Speaking in Buffalo, Fr. Rob- 
ert F. Drinan, dean of Boston Col- 
lege Law School, said the time had 
come for the Supreme Court to re- 
consider the matter of state aid to 
Catholic schools. The Supreme 
Court, he said, will remain “sensi- 
tive to the tradition of religious lib- 
erty.” 

By this, he explained, he meant 
that the government should provide 
money to schools to teach the reli- 
gion they preferred. Catholics, he 
added, must provide “guidance and 
leadership” for the Supreme Court. 
The urgency of the need for public 
subsidies, said Fr. Drinan, was in the 
fact that parish schools had become 
“an insupportable burden.” 


Bishop Cody Again 


In Kansas City Bishop John P. 
Cody, a clamant advocate of parish 
subsidies, was heard from again. This 
time he declared that the govern- 
ment would have to find some legal 
way to assist parochial schools in 
their important contribution to the 
educational program of the nation. 
There was no sense, the bishop said, 
in the government’s helping a pri- 
vate college to build a dormitory or 
provide funds for science or language 
study, while at the same time it re- 
fused to provide similar aid to paro- 
chial elementary schools. 

Another plea that Catholic par- 
ishes “save the taxpayers money” 
through their operation of schools, 
came from Msgr. Edward J. Hol- 
laran, Vice Chancellor of the Dio- 
cese of Cleveland. Dedicating a new 
parish school there, he said that such 
institutions ‘“‘saved” the state of Ohio 
$51 million a year. Then, enlarging 
his scope, Fr. Halloran declared that 
the “saving” to the whole country 
was one and a fourth billion. Pre- 
sumably this was the amount Fr. 
Halloran felt the government should 
pay to Roman Catholic parishes. 





WILLS AND ANNUITIES 


A place in your will for POAU helps 
assure the continuance of the program 
in which you so deeply believe. 

An annuity? Yes: why not talk with 
one of our officials about the POAU 
annuity plan? Let us hear from you. 














Compulsory Bible-Reading 
Case Goes to Supreme Court 


One of the most important cases 
in the history of church-state law will 
go to the Supreme Court this year 
as the result of the unanimous deci- 
sion of a federal court in Pennsylva- 
nia to outlaw compulsory Bible-read- 
ing and the Lord’s Prayer in the 
State’s public schools. The town of 
Abington will contend on appeal that 
compulsory Bible-reading as _pre- 
scribed by Pennsylvania law is con- 
stitutional. Two Unitarian parents, 
Edward L. Schempp and Sidney G. 
Schempp, will contend through their 
lawyers that the prescribed combi- 
nation of Bible-reading and prayer 
constitutes an illegal establishment 
of religion and an interference with 
their religious liberty. 

In the three-judge, Federal Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals of Pennsylva- 
nia the Schempps were completely 
victorious, winning a unanimous de- 
cision which branded Pennsylvania’s 
compulsory Bible-reading law a vio- 
lation of both the First and Four- 
teenth Amendments. The Bible is a 
“Christian document” according to 
the court, and the compulsory prac- 
tice of reading ten verses every morn- 
ing in the state’s public schools “aids 
and prefers the Christian religion.” 
Such preference, the court contended, 
has been outlawed by the Supreme 
Court’s decision in the Everson (New 
Jersey) bus case, and in other deci- 
sions. 


Compulsory Feature Stressed 


The Circuit Court’s decision does 
not specifically cover voluntary read- 
ing of the Bible or repetition of the 
Lord’s Prayer alone, but it clearly 
prohibits compulsory Bible-reading 
in the public schools and the com- 
bination of compulsory Bible read- 
ing with the Lord’s Prayer. In the 
contested case, the Schempp children, 
who attended a Pennsylvania high 
school, were compelled to attend an 
opening session each day in which 
the Bible was read as part of a reli- 
gious ceremony, followed by a repe- 
tition of the Lord’s Prayer while the 
students stood and participated in 
the ceremony. The court declared 
that this was a religious ceremony and 
constituted unlawful religious in- 
struction in a public school. 

The decision has created a heated 
controversy in the Philadelphia area. 
It was criticized by the leading Prot- 
estant organization of the city, but 
praised by some suburban Protestant 
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groups, by the American Civil Liber- 
ties Union and by the American Jew- 
ish Congress. 

The Circuit Court in its decision 
pointed out that Pennsylvania’s law 
provides for the discharge of a teacher 
who refuses to obey the compulsory 
Bible-reading provision, and that, 
in effect, the compulsion is applied 
to the children. In both cases, the 
court contended, such compulsion 
would constitute an illegal interfer- 
ence with religious freedom. 


Christian Bible Christian 


The court gave great weight to the 
testimony at the trial of a Jewish 
expert, Dr. Solomon Grayzel, who 
testified that there were marked dif- 
ferences between the Jewish Holy 
Scriptures and the Christian Holy 
Bible, and that portions of the New 
Testament were offensive to Jewish 
tradition. It pointed out that even 
Dr. Luther A. Weigle of Yale had 
conceded as a witness that the Bible 
would not be complete without the 
New Testament. It rejected by in- 
ference Dr. Weigle’s contention that 
the Bible could be construed as a 
non-sectarian book, taking the view 
that, while it could be considered 
non-sectarian as between Christians, 
it is essentially a Christian document. 

The court pointed out that there 
is no dispute as to the “great moral, 
historical and literary value” of the 
Bible. The sole issue in respect to 
the Bible is its compulsory use in a 
public school as part of a religious 
ceremony or a scheme of religious 
instruction. In outlawing the com- 
pulsory Bible-reading statute as un- 
constitutional, the three judges cited 
the words of the United States Su- 
preme Court that neither a state nor 
the federal government ‘can pass 
laws which aid one religion, aid all 
religions, or prefer one religion over 
another.” The Pennsylvania law, 
said the court, clearly “aids all reli- 
gions,” and the reading of the Bible 
in a religious ceremony is a practice 
which “prefers the Christian reli- 
gion.” 


+ 





Recommended Reading 


May and June, 1959 issues of Phi 
Delta Kappan contain detailed discus- 
sions of “The Church and the School.” 
Particularly recommended is the article 
by Maurice J. Thomas, “Voluntary Re- 
ligious Isolation.” All items, including a 
separate reprint of the Thomas article, 
are available from Phi Delta Kappa, 
8th St. & Union Ave., Bloomington, Ind. 














Cardinal Buys Public 
Land; Price Secret 


Add to the list of handsome sites 
acquired by the Boston archdiocese 
another one of 39 acres. It is an area 
owned by the public located on 
Trapelo Road, Waltham. The site is 
being sold by the county commis- 
sioners to Cardinal Cushing as a site 
for a new church. 

The Massachusetts Legislature re- 
cently passed a law authorizing the 
commissioners to make the sale. 
There is, however, one curious fea- 
ture of the legislation. This was in 
the form of an amendment which 
struck from the act any reference to 
the amount which the Cardinal was 
to pay. The suspicion has been widely 
voiced that the valuable site was to 
be another give away to the archdio- 
cese. At any rate, there will be no 
positive information on the point 
until the sale has been consummated 
and made a matter of public record. 
There was to be no public sale, no 
competitive bids. 

The commissioners who were to 
manage the sale evidenced ignorance 
of the whole thing. When quizzed, 
Commissioner Brennan replied: “I 
don’t know anything about it. I 
haven’t seen the bill. I don’t even 
know if it passed.” 
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In Explanation 


Many letters have questioned an 
article in the Oct. Review which 
stated that all candidates on both 
tickets in the Sept. 15 primaries in 
Buffalo, N.Y. were of Roman Cath- 
olic faith. The Review stands on the 
statement as corroborated by the bi- 
ographies of all candidates on both 
Republican and Democratic tickets 
for city-wide offices, published in the 
Buffalo Evening News, July 14 and 
18. This information was further ver- 
ified in correspondence with that 
newspaper. 

These accounts listed “the eight 
candidates endorsed by the Demo- 
cratic Executive Committee to run 
for the Sept. 15 party primary,” and 
a similar group for the Republican 
slate. Every one was Roman Catholic. 
All city-wide offices—county judge, 
council president, city comptroller, 
councilmen-at-large, etc. — appeared 
on these lists and they were the basis 
of the Review story. 

Dr. James B. Carroll, minister of 
Central Presbyterian Church, Buf- 
falo, made substantially the same 
point as the Review story in a ser- 
mon preached in his pulpit on Oct. 25. 


CHURCH AND STATE 





School Bonds Survive 
Despite K.C. Sabotage 


A $66,800,000 bond issue for pub- 
lic colleges of New Jersey won out in 
a November referendum despite an 
eleventh hour attempt by the Knights 
of Columbus to sabotage it. The 
Knights, at the urging of Archbishop 
Thomas A. Boland, had organized to 
defeat the bonds despite an “under- 
standing” which had traded Cath- 
olic support of the bonds for Prot- 
estant support of a scholarship 
program which included private col- 
leges. 


One of the significant features of 
the hotly contested election was the 
ringing declaration of his church’s 
faith in public education by Bishop 
Alfred L. Banyard of the Protestant 
Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey. 
Bishop Banyard strongly endorsed 
the bond issue in indignant reaction 
to the Knights of Columbus’ drive to 
defeat it. 

Bishop Banyard reminded Episco- 
palians of their church’s commit- 
ment to the cause of sound learning. 
He paid his respects to short-sighted 
groups who were endeavoring to scut- 
tle the badly needed bonds simply be- 
cause they were not to share directly 
in the proceeds. “We have no right,” 
he told them sternly, “to compel in- 
dividuals to seek higher education 
only or primarily in situations which 
are privately supported and have an 
emphasis flowing naturally in accord 
with the source of their support. 

“The danger inherent in State sup- 
port of private colleges is . . . obvi- 
ous. . What safeguards(they) 
might erect to preserve their inde- 
pendence when receiving State sup- 
port . . . would, on the other hand, 
put the State in the position of sup- 
porting the emphases of the church. 
.. . This would violate the very con- 
stitutional principles, which, in sep- 
arating Church, or private belief from 
State support, have made our freedom 
precious... .” 


Catholic Prelates in Action 


Both Archbishop Boland and 
Bishop Walter W. Curtis had urged 
defeat of the bonds for public insti- 
tutions in order to punish officials for 
not including private institutions in 
the grants. Use of public funds for 
public institutions only was described 
as “unfair competition.” 

Such a viewpoint was promptly re- 
pudiated by the head of New Jersey’s 
largest private university, Dr. Robert 
F. Goheen, president of Princeton. 
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In a vigorous defense of the public 
institutions, Dr. Garnett E. Phibbs, 
executive secretary of the Greater 
Trenton Council of Churches, said: 
The real issue now is “one of keeping 
sectarian religious power out of our 
state public educational system, and 
the church’s hand out of the public 
treasury. We cannot stand idly by 
and see our public educational sys- 
tem .. . scuttled by one church which 
seeks increasingly to supplant it with 
a sectarian educational system at tax 
expense, and our democracy trans- 
formed into a church controlled 
State.” 
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Twenty Proof; 
Also Tax Proof? 


The bottle of wine pictured above 
is a product of the Jesuit winery at 
Los Gatos, Calif. Under the brand 
name Novitiate it is now being pro- 
duced for commerciai consumption. 
By virtue of a ruling of the US. 
Treasury Dept. the Novitiate opera- 
tion need not pay the federal taxes 
on its “unrelated business income”’ 
since officers of the corporation are 
all Jesuit priests and qualified to per- 
form sacerdotal functions. 

The officers as listed in Wines and 
Vines Annual Directory 1959 are: 
Pres. Fr. John F. Conolly, S.J.; Vice 
Pres. & Vineyard Mgr. Fr. Henry 
Charvet, S.J.; See. & Sales Megr., Fr. 
Thos. W. McKey, S.J.; Treas. & Gen. 
Mgr., Fr. Ralph J. Deward, S.J.; 
Winemaker, Brother Lee Williams, 
S.J.; Chemist, Fr. James E. Rans- 
ford, S.J.; Bottling Supt., Brother 
E. Silveira, S.J. 





Study of Church Tax 
Status to Continue 


POAU attorneys and research staff 
have announced that they will con- 
tinue during the next two years a 
study of the tax structure in its rela- 
tion to churches, a study which was 
begun four years ago. The POAU 
study, punctuated by a series of ap- 
pearances before hearings of the 
Treasury Department and Congres- 
sional committees, has resulted in in- 
teresting disclosures. These include 
the waiving of income tax for public 
servants who are members of reli- 
gious orders, and the situation in re- 
gard to the “unrelated business 
income” tax of church related com- 
mercial operations. 

Glenn L. Archer, executive direc- 
tor of POAU, has indicated that the 
organization would continue to seek 
both judicial determinations and 
legislative relief in this area. Mr. 
Archer also commented on problems 
relating to exemption from real estate 
tax for church related groups. ‘“Pre- 
émption of rapidly increasing land 
space by churches, particularly in 
urban centers, causes a mounting 
concern,” he said. “Such land space 
becomes tax exempt in practically 
every instance and therefore yields 
no revenue to the revenue hungry 
municipalities. At the same time, the 
church users receive the same serv- 
ices as tax-paying users. On a small 
scale, this is inconsequential, but 
when a church becomes the largest 
single land owner in a city, the prob- 
lem may become acute. The generally 
accepted, though loosely defined, 
concept of ‘tax exemption for 
churches’ is due for critical analysis.” 


Emory Declines Further Aid 
For Students of Religion 


Emory University, a Methodist 
institution, will neither apply for nor 
receive additional fellowships for re- 
ligious studies, it has been announced 
by Dr. S. Walter Martin, President 
of the school. During a visit with 
Judge Luther A. Smith, Sovereign 
Grand Commander of Scottish Rite 
Masons, who had strongly criticized 
the grants, Dr. Martin made clear 
the school’s future course. 

He stated that Emory had ac- 
cepted an obligation in regard to the 
three fellowships that had been ques- 
tioned, and would have to service 
them as contracted. Thereafter, no 
more federal funds would be sought 
or accepted for such purposes. 











The Law 
in Action 











A “religious test” for the public 
office of notary public in the state of 
Maryland has been argued in the 
Circuit Court of Montgomery Co., 
Md. Roy R. Torcaso refused to de- 
clare a belief in the existence of God 
as required of public servants under 
Article 37 of the Maryland consti- 
tution. Mr. Torcaso’s attorneys con- 
tended that the requirement was in 
violation of article 6 of the U.S. Con- 
stitution which forbids a religious 
test for public office. 

2 2 

A Congressional resolution calling 
for an “Interfaith Day” the fourth 
Sunday of September each year, will 
probably die in the 86th Congress. 
The resolution which passed the Sen- 
ate was voted down by members of 
the House Judiciary Committee. 

. ae 

President James A. Jones of Union 
Theological Se minar y, Richmond, 
states that while his institution has 
applied to the F.C.C. for a commer- 
cial license for its station WRPK, it 
does not intend to solicit paid adver- 
tising. Purpose of the license was to 
enable WRPK to use the “commer- 
cial band.”’ It will continue educa- 
tional throughout. 

es 2 

St. Francis Hospital, Evanston, 
Ill., has asked the city to waive in- 
terest and penalties on vacant land 
it had purchased. Ald. John W. Nich- 
ols gave his check for the full 
amount to the hospital on condition 
it pay up in full. To waive the taxes 
would “set a pattern which might 
later prove embarrassing,” he said. 

ci 2 


Special Judge Alex P. Humphrey 
approved operation of the Irvine, Ky. 
public hospital by Roman Catholic 
nuns, but ordered a new contract with 
terms that would insure continued 
public ownership and control of the 
institution. “I hold,” he said, “that 
so much of the present operating 
agreement as divests the public offi- 
cials of managerial control is void. 

* * * 


The Rev. John Paul Pro, Baptist 
minister of Jeanette, Pa., has pro- 
tested to trustees of a public hospital 
operated by an order of Roman Catli- 
olic nuns baptism by a nurse of a fail- 
ing infant. “It is practices like this,” 
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he wrote, “which militate against 
whole-hearted community together- 
ness in the Jeanette District Memorial 
Hospital. . . .” 

* * * 


Mrs. L. W. Hughes, wife of the 
pastor of the Dayton, O. First Uni- 
tarian Church, has brought a lawsuit 
challenging the holding of religious 
education classes in public school 
buildings during regular school hours. 
She charges that the practice is un- 
constitutional. 

* * * 


The taking of depositions and a 
change in plaintiff attorneys, have 
delayed the textbook suit in Oregon. 
The lawsuit questions the constitu- 
tionality of an Oregon law which 
authorizes expenditures for textbooks 
for private schools. Attorneys insist 
the case will go eventually to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

* * * 


The Southern Baptist Convention’s 
executive committee will create a spe- 
cial committee to study the problem 
of the tax status of property owned 
by Baptist churches and Laptist de- 
nominational agencies. 

x * * 


Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, 
a Roman Catholic institution, has 
been proposed as one of the devel- 
opers in the Bluff Redevelopment, a 
public urban renewal project in Pitts- 
burgh. About 20 acres of cleared land 
would be made available to the in- 
stitution. 

* * * 


Seattle University, a Roman Cath- 
olic institution, has applied for inclu- 
sion among redevelopers for a Title 
One urban renewal project in Seat- 
tle, Wash. 

eos 


Proceedings in the Bremond, Tex. 
captive school case have been delayed 
as a result of the ruling of District 
Court Judge W. T. McDonald. He 
refused to hear the suit until the 
plaintiffs had “exhausted all admin- 
istrative remedies.” 

* * * 


The Utah Tax Commission has an- 
nounced a new ruling which puts on 
the tax rolls all church parsonages. 
They were formerly exempt. The 
ruling has been challenged by the 
Rocky Mountain Synod of the United 
Lutheran Church. 


* * * 


Citizens for the Connecticut Con- 
stitution have announced that a suit 
challenging the constitutionality of a 
Connecticut law permitting exper.di- 





ture of public funds for transporta- 
tion of private school pupils, will go 
before the state’s Supreme Court of 
Errors in January. The suit was filed 
following a referendum in Newton 
last year in which a vote of 1243 to 
1218 favored such use of public 
funds. 
x * * 


The Denver, Colo. District Court 
has been asked to order a woman, 
now converted to Judaism, to send 
her daughter to a Roman Catholic 
school. Francis X. Wieck, former 
husband of the now Mrs. Theresa K. 
Messinger, argued that when the 
couple adopted the child, Anne Ma- 
rie Wieck, they had agreed to rear 
her as a Roman Catholic and that this 
agreement should be legally enforced. 


* * * 


Strong forces in Pennsylvania have 
been advocating inclusion of paro- 
chial school pupils in the count by 
which distribution of state subsidies 
to public schools is determined. Op- 
ponents argue that the figures would 
be used as propaganda for state sub- 
sidies to the parochial schools on the 
plea that “We are being counted but 
we don’t share the funds.” 


+ 


Baptists Blast 
Released Time 


Members of a conference on reli- 
gious liberty sponsored by the Bap- 
tist Joint Committee on Public Af- 
fairs in September “repudiated the 
use of released time and reserved time 
religious instruction as an affront to 
minorities, a handicap to public 
schools, an ineffective program of reli- 
gious education, and a breaking of 
the church-state principle by the in- 
direct use of public facilities and tax 
monies for religious purposes.” The 
conference’s denunciation of such 
public school programs was reported 
in The Christian Century, October 7. 

The conference further declared 
“the use of the Bible in public 
schools, whether as devotional read- 
ing or as history and literature, to be 
contrary to the principles of Ameri- 
can democracy.” Opposition was 
expressed to the government’s distri- 
bution of fringe benefits such as “‘sur- 
plus foods, textbooks, bus transpor- 
tation and health services to private 
and parochial schools.” A minority 
would, however, include surplus foods 
and health services for individuals as 
properly belonging to both private 
and public school pupils. 


CHURCH AND STATE 





Race Clock at Kalida 
To Clean Out Symbols 


The nun teachers of the public 
school at Kalida, Ohio, moved quickly 
to eliminate all Roman Catholic sym- 
bols from the classrooms and to drop 
all sectarian religious instruction be- 
fore a team of inspectors from the 
State Board of Education could reach 
the school. Their efforts were suffi- 
ciently successful to avoid official 
censure and a cut-off of state funds. 


The quick “cleanup” at St. Mi- 
chael’s School included removal of 
crucifixes from all classrooms and a 
master crucifix from the main corri- 
dor; also the elimination of text- 
books which presented a “Catholic 
version” of history and geography, 
and the discontinuance of Catholic 
prayers and teaching in the class- 
rooms. By the time investigators ar- 
rived from Columbus, they were able 
to report that “there were no reli- 
gious symbols or adornments of any 
kind in or upon the buildings except 
a large cross to the left of the front 
entrance .... The prayer and the 
sign of the cross have been discon- 
tinued. . . . There was no evidence of 
instruction in church doctrine and 
sectarianism.” 


Parents Not Satisfied 


But Mrs. Byron Sybert, a Prot- 
estant mother with three children 
enrolled at St. Michaels expressed 
dissatisfaction with the report. Mrs. 
Sybert charged that the Catholic 
prayers, including the sign of the 
cross, were already back on the 
school’s agenda. The school’s super- 
intendent, John Phillips, denied the 
charge, insisting that all such observ- 
ances had been permanently discon- 
tinued. Mrs. Sybert replied: “I know 
it’s true because my children told 
me.” Another Protestant mother, 
Mrs. William Mannett, remarked: 
“The teachers are still nuns. Even 
the clothing they wear is an adver- 
tisement of their religion.” 

All agreed that Protestant chil- 
dren were still being required to re- 
main at loose ends a half hour after 
school while Roman Catholic chil- 
dren received training in catechism. 


Watchful Waiting 


Glenn L. Archer, executive director 
of POAU, who had dispatched attor- 
neys to investigate the Kalida prob- 
lem in response to an urgent citizens’ 
request, commented: “The elimina- 
tion of these overt sectarian prac- 
tices at St. Michael’s School is grati- 
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fying. While a lawsuit may have been 
averted for the moment, we propose 
to watch this situation closely. At the 
first call from Kalida citizens we shall 
return as promptly as before. We 
know that while these eleven nun 
teachers are on the public payroll 
as public school teachers, they are 
also under solemn vows to teach their 
religion in every course they offer. 
This is the purpose of their vocation. 
It is highly doubtful that they will 
renege on this commitment for any 
considerable period. 

“The Kalida captive school is now 
one of the better known of these 
institutions which exist in at least 21 
states. It is notable because parents 
of the minority faiths had the cour- 
age to protest the teaching which was 
making Roman Catholics of their 
children in public school classrooms. 
Too often such parents are intimi- 
dated into silence by an oppressive 
majority. The sectarian practices 
persist as tension and _ bitterness 
mount. The courageous parents of 
Kalida deserve a salute from all who 
believe in religious freedom.” 


+ 


Catholic Action to Scuttle Aid 
lf Its Schools Are Not Included 


What is described as a “strictly 
confidential statement for the atten- 
tion of Msgr. Frederick G. Hoch- 
walt,” executive secretary of the Na- 
tional Catholic Education Associa- 
tion, is herewith reproduced in part. 
The statement provides an intimate 
disclosure of Catholic Action in the 
86th Congress and its two-fold aim: 
(1) to use every financial concession 
to Catholic schools as a precedent to 
get more and (2) to thwart any aid 
to schools program in which Cath- 
olic schools do not share. 

The statement (abbreviated; ital- 
ics ours) is as follows: 


“In response to a request from 
Msgr. Hochwalt the NCEA School 
Superintendents’ Department  sub- 
mits this brief expression of a 
general consensus of opinion on a rec- 
ommended course of action regard- 
ing . . . federal aid which may be 
debated during the coming Congress. 


Ultimate Goal 


“The members . . . wish to reassert 
their conviction that Catholic schools 
have a clear right in distributive jus- 
tice to an equitable share of federal 
funds appropriated to aid education. 
Accepting less federal aid than is 


really due to Catholic schools and 
their pupils is not to be construed as 
an abdication of the long-range re- 
sponsibility to seek a full measure of 
justice by wise and prudent means. 
A diligent effort to obtain even a 
minimum amount of federal aid for 
a few welfare services does not mean 
that fundamental principles of jus- 
tice are being compromised. Obtain- 
ing full justice in any field . . . gen- 
erally is a long struggle that must 
start with a modest demand for par- 
tial justice. That is what must be 
done in the current effort on federal 
aid to education. ... 

“With regard to a bill for federal 
aid for schoolhouse construction, the 
School Superintendents’ Dept. rec- 
ommends that it include a provision 
for long-term, low-interest loans for 
the construction of non-public school- 
houses. The College Housing Law is 
a good precedent for this recommen- 
dation. 


Share or Deny 


“With regard to a bill for federal 
aid for current expenditures, the 
School Supts’ Dept. recommends that 
it include a provision to guarantee 
(by means of the ‘withholding’ pro- 
vision) auxiliary services for non- 
public school pupils in all states as- 
sisted by federal funds. The NCWC 
should insist upon this provision even 
to the point of defeating the whole 
bill if that should be necessary. 

“With regard to a bill for federal 
aid for public school teachers’ sal- 
aries, the School Supts’ Dept. rec- 
ommends that an effort be made to 
tie in some kind of rider for auxili- 
ary services for non-public school 
pupils. . . .” 


+ 








Book It Now! 


Plan to show “CAPTURED,” the new 
POAU movie on “captive schools,” 
this fall. 

Low cost. Free instructive literature 
for audience. 


Reserve a print now to show at your 
church’s evening service or youth pro- 
gram, ministerial conventions, college 
assemblies or fraternal meetings. 

Black-and-white, 16 mm, 
track, 35 minutes. 


Write today! 


POAU 


sound 


1633 Mass. Ave., N.W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 











Spanish Pastor 
(Continued from page 1) 


retary Herter was informed that “We 
have in our possession a list of the 
names of more than twenty Prot- 
estant churches in Spain that have 
been closed by the Spanish police 
without court process. . . . We be- 
lieve that the great majority of 
American Catholics are in funda- 
mental sympathy with our position. 
They also oppose the suppression of 
Protestantism in Spain.” 


No Apology for Freedom 


“Tf it is said that such a protest 
would constitute an interference in 
Spanish affairs, the claim will not 


Bs 


Dr. Louie D. Newton, president of Na- 
tional POAU, announces aid to Spanish pastor. 


bear analysis. We are constantly ‘in- 
terfering’ in Spanish affairs with 
large financial contributions which 
are being used to bolster a dictatorial 
regime. We believe that the convic- 
tion of Pastor Nunez provides an 


ideal opportunity for an assertion of 
American principles.” 

It was pointed out that Jewish 
synagogues in Spain also must meet 
behind closed doors, and that Jews 
are not allowed to carry any outward 
symbols of their faith on their syna- 
gogues. 

“This matter of religious suppres- 
sion in Spain,” declared Mr. Archer, 
“is partly our responsibility because 
we are helping to make it possible, 
affirmatively with our money and 
negatively by our silence. Our organ- 
ization intends to expose this unholy 
alliance by telling the American peo- 
ple the truth about Spain.” 

“Paul Blanshard, who has just re- 
turned from three months of intensive 
study of the Spanish situation, has 
agreed to write a pamphlet for us on 
Franco’s suppression of minorities. 
Mr. Blanshard attended the first 
Nunez trial in Madrid in July.” 


+ 


POAU Expands 
(Continued from page 1) 


partment, house more conveniently 
the mailing division, expand the re- 
search and publications departments, 
and generally serve our members 
more efficiently,” said Director 
Archer, 

“POAU has come a long way since 
that August day in 1948 when Dr. 
J. M. Dawson and I began work 
largely with borrowed equipment in 
an extra room on the fourth floor of 
the Baptist Building,’ Mr. Archer 
continued. 

“The growth and development of 
POAU belongs to thousands of lib- 
erty-loving Americans scattered 
across the United States,” both staff 
and board agreed. 
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Quote of the Month 


One of the reasons parochial schools 
have a better discipline record is that 
troublemakers are “dumped” on pub- 
lic schools. Should Catholic schools 
continue this policy or do they have 
an obligation to open the classroom to 
all students?—‘“Information,” a Roman 
Catholic publication, Oct., 1959, p. 8. 











Delinquency and Dumping 


Public acknowledgment that paro- 
chial schools maintain a good delin- 
quency record by dumping their de- 
linquents on the public schools is 
contained in the Paulist magazine, 
Information, November 1959 issue. 
Louise Edna Goeden, a Roman Cath- 
olic laywoman, who is an adminis- 
trator in an un-named American city, 
describes this procedure which the 
Paulists title: Let’s Stop Dumping 
Our Problem Students, as follows: 

“As a teacher and administrator in 
a large public high school I am con- 
stantly dealing with pupils the paro- 
chial schools expel or refuse to enroll 
or re-enroll. 

“From experience, I know without 
looking that a large percentage of 
these entrants will be from parochial 
schools. From experience I also know 
many will become our problem cases 
—because of poor scholarship or con- 
duct or both. 

“T call in the parents, and the story 
is always the same. The students were 
‘asked’ to leave the parochial school 
because they had poor grades or didn’t 
follow directions or were behavior 
problems. Or they had been ‘advised’ 
not to enroll in any Catholic school. 

“As a teacher and a Catholic, I 
take exception to the _ parochial 
schools’ ‘dumping’ the dullard, the 
sluggard and the delinquent on the 
public school doorstep. 

“When my non-Catholic colleague 
says about problem students, “Those 
kids are the very ones the Catholic 
schools should keep; they need reli- 
gious training,’ I agree.” 





National Conference 
in Boston 


Feb. 8 and 9 are the dates of the 
12th National Conference of POAU. 
Place: Boston; Daytime sessions: Tre- 
mont Temple, 88 Tremont St. Evening 
sessions: John Hancock Hall. Conference 
Hotel: Bellevue 

For information and registration: 
Write—POAU Conference Information. 

1633 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 
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